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Hong Kong's Steve Leung
notches up another first
with his new Inkstone
collection for Italian
wellness brand Neutra

TEXT: SUZANNE MIAO
PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF NEUTRA

Ancient Chinese calligraphy and modern Italian
style might seem like worlds apart, but between
Hong Kong architect and designer Steve Leung
and Italian wellness brand Neutra, they align
perfectly in the form of the new Inkstone vanity

collection (which is carried in Hong Kong \\
exclusively by Colourliving).

Leung conceived the range based on his
interest in the Chinese inkstone, which is used to
grind the ink stick traditionally deployed for
calligraphy. Considered one of the 'Four
Treasures of Study’, together with the brush; ink
stick and paper, the ink stones come in various
shapes and sizes, which is reflected in the items
Leung created for Neutra.

“As a Chinese designer, | particularly
wanted to add in Chinese elements when |
designed my first vanity collection,” Leung
explains. “We had done some research and
were inspired by the various shapes of Chinese
ink stones and their long heritage. This
collection aims to reveal an understated Asian
beauty and wisdom for well-being."

The minimal decoration, simple form and
elegant details of the collection “fully
demonstrate the profound Chinese culture®, he
adds. Inkstone reveals a unity of Chinese
heritage and ancient wellness wisdom through
the use of rock stone in a modern, minimalist
style. The whole callection expresses Leung's
philosophy of minimalism and Neutra's
dedication to natural stone beauty. “We felt that
Neutra's style was very much in line with Steve's
— minimalist and stylish, with simple forms and
shapes,” says Neutra owner Benedetta
Arnaboldi. “It was also an opportunity for us to
match Asian tradition with western culture... he
is the first Asian designer we have worked with."
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So far, in addition to Leung, Neutra has
collaborated with four other designers — Luca
Martorano, Elia Nedkov, Nespoli E Novara and
Matteo Thun — and also maintains its own
inhouse design team. The outside designers will
collaborate where necessary with the brand's
technical department as well, to ensure that not
only are their creative visions realised
accurately, but that they can be realised at all.

Leung's Inkstone range comprises four
wash basins and a bathtub, available in nine
different natural stones. The production process
ranges from six weeks for the bathtub — which is
hewn from a single piece of stone — to four
weeks for the sinks. Through the form,
presentation, style and way of handling brushes,
ink, ink stones and paper, calligraphy conveys
moral integrity, character, emotions, aesthetics
and culture. Leung has interpreted this via a
carefully considered adaption of colour, shape
and texture. “It is important to have a story;
Neutra — founded in 1880 — has a story. All our
collections have a story,"” says the brand's
export manager, Etienne Marelli.

collections and have collaborated with western
designers of different nationalities... | felt it was
an interesting challenge, that it might be a good
thing to be the first Asian designer to
collaborate with them."”

Leung's ‘'moment of inspiration’ was not so
much a 'moment’ but something which evolved
naturally over time, he says: “| found that | was
kind of proficient in designing this project and |
didn't need much time," he explains. "As |
wanted to create a collection with Chinese flair,
| deliberately did some related research and was
inspired by the diversity and rich cultural
background of ink stones.”

While there are no current plans to expand
the range with further items, Leung says he
remains happily open to the idea. As an interior
designer, moving into the creation of actual
furniture/décor/vanity items came about more
by happenstance than because he felt there was
a gap in the market. "Honestly speaking, | had
not planned to make a foray into product design
when | designed my first furniture collection,
i-chi... That said, | have always been interested in

product design, and that | didn't need to restrict
myself to interior design only. That's why | am
happy to collaborate with different companies
and create different products. These experiences
bring me a lot of inspiration and contentment.”

“About one or two years ago, Neutra came
to me and asked if | was interested in designing
a vanity collection for them,” Leung says.
“Neutra is very special. Th.s_ay specialise in using
natural stone materials to manufacture vanity

This page Steve Leung's Inkstone range for Neutra comprises four different sinks and a bathtub Facing page The Inkstone
bathtub is hewn from a single piece of rock
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Company {5883 Bisazza Bagno by Designlink
Project {8#8{Ef: The Nendo Collection
Project leader THE#85: Oki Sato

In the past, Japanese bathrooms were a place for communication, with
families bathing together and public baths common until a few decades
ago. The Nendo Collection envisions the bathing environment as private
and functional, but with a sense of ‘gathering’. The objective was to create
a strong singular impression by assembling various elements of a
bathroom suite as though they were ‘all in the bath together’.
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Sponsored by:
PROFESSIONAL_PRODUCT DESIGN | Certificate of Excellence BowersaWilkins

Company {8883&: Neutra
Project {832{Ff: Inkstone
Project leader IEE#3ES: Steve Leung

Inspired by precious Chinese ink stones, one of the four treasures of study
in China, the Inkstone vanity collection pays homage to the ink stone and
Chinese calligraphy by adapting colour, shape and texture. Sophisticated
millstone craftsmanship, minimal decoration, earthy hues, a simple form,
elegant details and careful proportions fully capture the essence of the art
of calligraphy.
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A showcase of top architectural
firms from around Asia

UPCOMING
PROJECTS

A preview of major architecture
projects by leading firms

SUPPLIERS
INDEX

Listings of building
services, contractors and an
array of material partners

Pre-orders now being taken
Tel: 2525 0287 or email: info@perspectiveglobal.com
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